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innovators I am held up as a reviler of the Rahans, and
as one deficient in benevolence towards you. I, as well as
the Rahans of the royal race, attend only to the prescrip-
tions of the Wini, such as they have been laid down and
published by Buddha. The people replied to him: " Vene-
rable Ratha, you are a true Rahan, and you follow the
right way. Pray stay with ns and be our teacher; we
will abundantly supply you with the necessaries of life."
Ratha, going on his way, was always followed by the
people, who, in token of their respect and love, accom-
panied him to the Kootagara monastery, in the midst of
the forest of sala trees.

The guilty Rahans, hearing of all that had been said
and fearing the paramount influence of the venerable Ratha
over the people, said to them : ki We shall not join with
the Rahans of the royal race. We shall hold no inter-
course with them. We shall expel Ratha from this dis-
trict." With these dispositions they encouraged each other
in the determination to offer a most decided opposition
and maintain their newly invented practices.

On his side, the venerable Ratha, anxious for the safety
of the genuine practices, and zealous for the exaltation of
religion, hastened to Kothambi to warn the religious of
that and the neighbouring districts against the evil prac-
tices of the Weitzi Rahans. To those whom he could not
meet in person he sent letters and messengers to say to
them : " Brethren, before the evil-doers succeed in their
iniquitous efforts to subvert religion, and render doubtful
and uncertain the genuine regulations of the Win5, ere
they have time to set up false tenets, let us assemble, and
with our united efforts give strength and confidence to the
good and righteous, and crush the wicked and the impious."

At that time there lived on a mountain, in the Upper
Ganges, a celebrated religious, named Samputa-kami. He
was 120 years old, and had been a disciple of Ananda.
To him the zealous Ratha applied in order to have the
questions at issue with the Weitxi Rahans finally settled.